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Anthropological Fieldwork Online

Anthropological Fieldwork Online brings the fieldwork
underpinning the great ethnographies of the early 20th
century into the digital world.

This fully indexed, primary-source
database unfolds the historical
development of anthropology from

a global perspective—with archival
collections from North America, Europe,
and Asia Pacific — including key field
notebooks, images, and recordings of
the early- to mid-20th century.

The collection brings together the

work of early scholars who shaped the
theories and methods students learn
about, critique, and reshape in their own
fleldwork endeavors today.

Content is focused around each
scholar's prominent expedition field
experience, with comprehensive
inclusion of fieldwork, contextualizing
documents from the same time

period, including correspondence, and
subsequent writings that led to major
publications, such as draft manuscripts,
lectures, and articles. Users will see the
full qualitative scholarly process unfold in
all of its iterations, from data gathering in
the field to later analysis, early writings,
and final publication.

Archival curation is approached as
comprehensively as possible, with

Request a

free

trial

alexanderstreet.com/fieldwork

inclusion of full boxes, full folders, and
full series. The Alexander Street platform
enables users to mimic a live archive
research experience in a digital space.
Content and metadata are presented

in original finding aid order, with box,
folder, and document organization
maintained in digital form. In rare cases
of missing documents, dummy records
and metadata will point researchers to
the original source.

The collection will feature the previously
unpublished fieldwork of anthropology’s
most influential scholars, including
Bronislaw Malinowski, Ruth Benedict,
Max Gluckman, Victor Turner, and
Raymond Firth, among others. Content
is being digitized in partnership with
archival holding institutions such as the
London School of Economics, Vassar
College, Yale University, and the Royal
Anthropological Institute.

With Anthropological Fieldwork Online,
users can:.

« Connect seminal scholars” unpublished
primary-source research with their
published ethnographies.

» Cross-search the scholars’
contemporaneous research and
writings in new ways.

« |llustrate the full scholarly process
in all of its stages, from qualitative
data gathering and analysis through
publication.

» Access works that hold high value
for cultural heritage and language
preservation and documentation.

« Integrate primary sources into courses,
enabling students to better understand,
analyze, connect, and critique
ethnographic research in historic
context.

 Economy Partii: Work and wealth of
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Archival Collections

Bronlslaw Kasper Malinowski Papers

Best known for his research in the Trobriand Islands of
Papua New Guinea, Malinowski went into the field for
the first time in 1914, returning for multi-month trips over
the next four years. In 1922, he published his seminal
ethnography, Argonauts of the Western Pacific, based on
this research. The study was one of the first to examine
the Kula Ring, generalized exchange and gift economies.
One of the founders of modern-day anthropology,

as well as theoretical contributions, to functionalism.

The Bronislaw Malinowski Papers (held at the London
School of Economics and Yale): The collection will
include over 12,000 pages of field notebooks, journals, early manuscript drafts, and
correspondence from his research in the Trobriand Islands, 1915-1918, as well as
notes and drafts leading up to the publication of Argonauts of the Western Pacific in
1922.

Malinowski advanced participant-observer methodologies,

‘I am delighted that Alexander

Street is digitizing Malinowski's
field work material. As a
researcher myself in political
science, | know how important it
is to have access in digital form
to resources previously only
available in often distant libraries.
| am sure that scholars around the
world will welcome this project.”

PATRICK BURKE,

LECTURER IN POLITICS AND INTERNATIONAL

RELATIONS, UNIVERSITY OF WESTMINSTER.
GRANDSON OF BRONISLAW MALINOWSKI

USE CASE

Connecting papers split between archives

While most of Malinowski's field notebooks from his expedition to the Trobriand
Islands are held at the LSE archive, a small portion of them are held at the Yale
archive — most notably, the first six notebooks from the fieldwork expedition.
Both sets of notebooks will be included in the collection, filling in
"dummy record” gaps in the LSE finding aid.

Yale Archive

M sonics

A A A | ly Searc|

Home: Record ®

k 1915 .

Dummy record.

Original notebook is at Yale University and is numbered pageg 201-300.
; Closed; for further information on closed files see
j http://www.Ise.ac.uk/library/usingTheLibrary/accessingMaterials/readingRoomAccess/fr

Microfilm copy and handlist of the Malinowski papers at Yale URiversity is fvaitable i |n C<

Closed; for further information on closed files see
Ise.ac. y/usingTheLibrar i i i \ccess/fr
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Anthropological Fieldwork Online

Victor Witter Turner Papers

Victor and Edith Turner’s fieldwork with the Ndembu in
the former Northern Rhodesia led to his ethnography,
Schism and Continuity in an African Society: A Study
of a Ndembu Village Life, and to later theoretical works
such as The Ritual Process: Structure and Anti-Structure
and Dramas, Fields and Metaphors: Symbolic Action

in Human Society. His fieldwork was instrumental in
shaping later theoretical work on symbols, rites of
passage, and ritual, which gave rise to concepts such as
liminality, a state of being “in between” through which
individuals pass at transitional periods of life, often
bounded by rituals or rites of passage.

‘I am so proud of the work of
my father and mother in these
collections. These materials reveal
the craft of ethnography in its
depth, care, and value, and will
provide material for reflection and
inquiry for scholars, students, and
community members for years to
come.”

The Victor Turner Papers (privately held): The collection includes over 5,000 pages
of field notes, field photos, and early draft manuscripts from the Turners’ research
in former Northern Rhodesia with the Ndembu between 1950 and 1954, as well as

lectures, articles, and draft manuscripts that subsequently followed.

RoORY TURNER, PROFESSOR OF SOCIOLOGY
AND ANTHROPOLOGY, GOUCHER COLLEGE,
SoN ofF VICTOR AND EDITH TURNER

USE CASE

Reconstruct events via field notes
for theoretical analysis
In his analysis of the Mukanda, a boys’ initiation
ceremony among the Ndembu, students can see
how Victor Turner pieced his field notes together
to recreate chronological events and to analyze
the temporal structure of events and its subsequent
meaning.
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Mukenda &t Nyaluhana,

Keshinekaji's end Chimwang'a's Texts_on Mukands (contd.).

The Role of Mfumwa Tubwiku (contd.).

Mfumwe tubwiku nindi neyi kensi nalewuli kembunji

ching'a kamusends ha mukabbu wekutembdke nakutula chinjila
ehingla
kunusendela mu makase hela kukesila hefunda,mema yenona mwana
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24). Mukanda at hyeluhene,
Note on the Division of Lebour Between Ritusl Punctioniries,

Chijike Muksnda,

He :nd h&s wife SBupervise the ox,
ylfbore ric

nizeticn of food supplies for

s of the vicinege, He hes &

recep f cassuva mesl, calubashes of

ish ete. with tao hen-houses & QLo the zoof for the
Teception of chickens, If & vilices is not supylying enough iocd, he

is entitled to rebuke them, ki

s supreme judge in matiers perteining to
Mukends , end gives the Cinel c
the cercmony ere to be performed,
osber of Lukinde®, His son is "Mwen
in importence, Hi

i Mukends at Nyeluhana,
he would tell Wukengi, who is a close offinal relative not to fear
my presence as I had kept many hdembu secrets safe in the past, Pert
of the fear arises from the fact that although “overnment has not

1291

CalSins- ectually banned Mukenda it has frowned upon its perpetuation and

Cinarse supports the Mission-sponsored circumcision ceremony which is more

hygienic, involves less hardship and takes up less time, Philemon

promised to inform us the followigg morning whether Mukende would take

plece on Saturdey or mot.
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USE CASE

Track references to
field notes in draft
manuscripts

Victor Turner copied and pasted
his field notes into his later draft
manuscripts of articles and book
chapters, opening windows onto
the full, iterative scholarly process,
from fieldwork to publication.

s 1454

Mucanaa,

The cock 1s killed to mix its blood up witn meaicines of xediwu,
To give it strength,

Mekisni are supprosed o Gie arver sutouboke. I tnere were 4
or 5, 4 can remain near burnt mg'ula, so that they cen e used st
enotner mukenda,  Kumesu is face, Numesu scnileng'sleng's
kumesu exishi, Body is mujimpe wekisnl,

Mukisni is & Spirit whicu 1s made up into iKiswa Tom,

Micisha ona warwli hijina ayenstung!uws mwixish yemweksni Kimesu

avenyana nikumesu awembenca nenyenta.  The asncer 1s@predating

the boay of the spirit. He is Wee possessea by 1u, Chifwikije

is an imeginary tming, Tne mukisni comes from the muyoabu st

srvadu,

Ikasm 1s supposed to be nelpea by tne spiiit ef & aest persom,

Of & man. The sparat of ixismi 1s for mportent men such es chiefs,

" huntars, rioh:men, nen with many cnlren ar Amportens nxakulula,

9 One comes rirst o visit anysal berore chikul) chanyenya,
NS/ 2nteicmn ames o comtng, S taat skt bive may ek be el gnsined

thoy are xuseng'ula'ea, Taree or four ceme, They keepon coming

Foliio] €0 mysai until xwiaishe. They beas chaldren tme first tame tney

" are seen not arverwerds. JFetners consoie tneir children, Children
ere on backs of ayilombola, There is &nother person behina to stop

novice running eway,  Tne cnildrem are also to.d tnat maxisny are
perticular dead pecple.  Women must not touch mexisni, if a woman

41d sometning wrong To an ixisna sue would be beeven,

A women woula catch lepiosy 1f sne slept witn en ikisuy
dencer. Such & dancer must wash with water or meaic.ues efars
Tewurning to village. yitumbu yakudivookesha nachy mujimbs, hel
y3tumbu yexudikosa nachu ha WujiEba,  Seme as Guyaa) wesaed witn,

Chizaluka 1is tne mea oue

Chikubu is u oald person; baldness is & isease an ncumb
ona,  hekesa is ringworm. A bald man of Wit white nair ere suposd
o be axulumpi, Chikumbu s & xesninekeji or muculimpl, It walks
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Mukenda Ceremony,

it s 4n tems, therefore, of this concept
of the "ritual situation® that I propess to discuss &
specific ukande ceremony which 4 recently observed in
Mwinilunge District, The Mukands ceremony itself is an
institution, whichias far es § can determine, is possessed
by a wide range of West Central African tribes which
ley claim to have originated in the empire of Musntiyanva
in the Sendon region of the Southern Congo, Thus, it is
not peoulier to the dembu end indesd hes many festures
Slacst-idonticel with thase-or the Tehoke and Luems
Mukenda  ceremonies .  Morcover, Tohokwe and Lwena
residing in Muinilunga may and do send their children to
the Ndcmbu Mukenda ) and thers are Ndembu who have undergone
the Tchokwe and Lwena Boys' Initistion Ceremoniss,
Rituals which express categorical relations seem to have

@ wide distribution in Africa and there are comzon elements
in Bbya C)rl:umus(nn v M M%
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Following the examples set by
Margaret Mead, Gregory Bateson,
and others, anthropologists often
turn to cameras and recorders

as tools for documenting and
analyzing the complexities,
interrelationships, and nuance

of culture and performance.
Victor Turner and others used
photography as part of the field
process to document ritual and
ceremony, using the photographs
as field records alongside written
notes.
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Anthropological Fieldwork Online

Max Gluckman Papers

Max Gluckman founded the Manchester School of
Anthropology in the late 1940s, bringing a case-study
approach unprecedented in qualitative research. He
was one of the first scholars to bring conflict theory
into elements of anthropological analysis, drawing
from broader Marxist theories and analyzing elements
such as power differentials, inequality, class conflict,
and ideology. He was also the director of the Rhodes
Livingstone Institute, developing it into a major
center of British anthropological research. Gluckman
conducted his Ph. D. research and much of his later
Rhodes Livingston Institute research with the Lozi of
Barotseland in modern-day Zambia.

The Max Gluckman Papers (held at the Royal Anthropological Institute):

The collection will include over 13,000 pages of field notebooks, journals,
correspondence, research papers, and organizational documents from Gluckman'’s
time with the Rhodes Livingstone Institute. The collection focuses on Gluckman'’s
early fieldwork with the Zulu and later work with the Lozi, with a scope from the
mid-1930s through the mid-1940s.

USE CASE

Read correspondence between anthropologists from
the field

Correspondence written by a scholar during time in the field is important
contextualizing information, as ethnographers often processed and began to
analyze their data through correspondence — the first steps in the process of
distilling ethnographic observation into broader social and cultural theory. The
collection includes correspondence between: Victor Turner and Max Gluckman;
Ruth Benedict and Franz Boas; and Bronislaw Malinowski and Charles Seligman.

Sir Raymond William Firth

Renowned as

an economic
anthropologist,
Raymond Firth's
lifelong fieldwork
with the Tikopia,
beginning in 1928,
led to the classic
ethnography

We the Tikopia:

A Sociological
Study of Primitive
Polynesia. His later work with the Malaya
in the late 1930s, conducted in part-
nership with his wife Rosemary Firth,
formed the foundation for a number of
ethnographic and theoretical works in-
tegrating economic and social systems.

The Raymond Firth Papers (held at the
London School of Economics): The
collection will include approximately
20,000 pages of field notebooks,
journals and early draft manuscripts
from Firth's research in Tikopia and
Malaya, late 1930s through the 1950s,
including follow up research visits.

Ruth Fulton Benedict Papers

Ruth Benedict made significant
contributions to the field in her
exploration and examination of

the role of individuals in relation to

larger societies and cultures, and her
integration of analysis of personality and
individual agency in cultural description.
She published her major work, Patterns
of Culture, in 1934, a comparative work
that integrated her own work and others!

The Ruth Benedict Papers (held at the
Vassar College Archive, to be open
access): Approximately 8,000 pages
from the Benedict archive will be made
open access and include notes from
various field expeditions, including

trips with the Pima, Serrano, and Zuni
throughout the 1930s.
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MARGARET MEAD PAPERS

Arguably one of the most prolific
and influential anthropologists

of the 20th century, Margaret
Mead undertook her first field
expedition in 1925 and was still
publishing as late as 1975, a

few years before her death. Her
first field expedition to Samoa,
between 1925 and 1926, resulted
in a trove of materials focusing
on child-rearing practice and
gender roles in Samoa, as well

as the widely read and critiqued
ethnography, Coming of Age in
Samoa. Mead returned to the
field a few years later, conducting
joint research with Reo Fortune
in Papua New Guinea, between 1928 and 1929, and again between 1931 and 1932. Soon after,
she published Sex and Temperament in Three Primitive Societies. The Papers contain Mead's
field notebooks, draft manuscripts and other materials leading to the publication of these two
seminal ethnographies.

. . ADVISORY BOARD
Discussions are currently underway

for possible inclusion of additional

: : : ) Alan Howard, Professor Emeritus, Mary McCutcheon, George Mason
archival collections, including the University of Hawai'i University
papers of Alfred Kfoeber( Sl Erik Bahre, University of Leiden Rory Turner, Goucher College
Levi-Strauss, Marvin Harris, Frank Frank Sal Prof £ "
Hamilton Cushing, Edmund Leach, l(;‘;'; Coﬁl:gr;eonel roressor Emeritus, Additional Support From

Reo Fortune, A.M. Hocart, and

Nt el Jan Rensel, University of Hawai i Mary Catherine Bateson, Professor

Emerita, George Mason University
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Anthropological Fieldwork Online is a
contributing collection, which means that 10%
of the revenues from all new purchases will go toward
our anthropology open access archival publishing initiatives.
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