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Development and the Global South, 1919–2019 looks at women’s global economic participation and activism 
over an entire century. This addition to the Women and Social Movements Library sets out to reveal and assess a 
realm of individual efforts, organizational initiatives and socio-cultural projects led by or for women in the global 
south. Within this framework, the project contextualizes gender, opportunity, and struggle. It includes previously 
undigitized primary sources, hard-to-find materials, curated selection of government documents, and contextual 
essays. This collection supports students and faculty across a variety of disciplines — history, political science, 
women’s studies, economics, human rights and more.
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• �Shows how women have negotiated power and status in 
regard to private or public programs centered on human rights 
and social inclusion

• �Highlights the historical problem of women’s invisibility within 
mainstream development programs, foreign aid regimes, and 
approaches to technical assistance

• �Provides primary source documentation as evidence of 
how women and their allies have worked towards balancing 
economic development and social improvement while 
navigating equity issues and the fairer allocation of resources

• �Provides essential primary sources including pamphlets and 
other ephemeral documents from locations around the world 
that bring new perspectives and research opportunities

• �Ancillary materials – contextual essays, timeline, and 
bibliographies – define parameters of this new area of 
research in history:  the essays outline significant shifts 
in approaches to development through critique, including 
gendered “post-development.”

• �The Papers of Caroline Farrar Ware, includes materials relating 
to women’s issues, community development, Latin America, 
Puerto Rico, Mexico, InterAmerican Commission of Women, 
and Overseas Education Fund of the League of Women Voters. 

• �A Development Framework for Women Socioeconomic Projects, 
(Quezon City, Philippines) a Socio-Economic Program on 
Women and Technology, Metro Manilla Consultation, 1988

• �Ethiopian Women Entrepreneurs: Standing with Confidence, 
International Labour Organization, 2002

• A Miracle Day, documentary by Deborah Harse 

• �Women and Social Movements in the United States, 1600–2000: 
Edited by Thomas Dublin and Kathryn Kish Sklar (1997–2019), 
Judy Tzu-Chun Wu and Rebecca Jo Plant (2019–2023)

• �Women and Social Movements, International, 1840–present: 
Edited by Kathryn Kish Sklar and Thomas Dublin 

• �Women and Social Movements in Modern Empires since 1820: 
Edited by Kathryn Kish Sklar and Thomas Dublin

Why Women and Social Movements: Development and the Global South, 1919–2019?

Content Higlights:

This collection is a part of the Women and Social Movement Library, which also includes: 

• ProQuest History Vault 
o �Margaret Sanger Papers 
o �Struggle for Women’s Rights, 1880–1990: Organizational 

Records 
o �Women’s Studies Manuscript Collections from the 

Schlesinger Library: Voting Rights, National Politics and 
Reproductive Rights 

o �Women at Work During World War II: Rosie the Riveter and 
the Women’s Army Corps 

• North American Women’s Letters & Diaries 
• British and Irish Women’s Letters & Diaries 
• The Gerritsen Collection of Aletta H. Jacobs  
• Women’s Magazine Archive 
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